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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
with act of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XV. Washington, D. C, March 30, 1900. No. 13. 



UNITED STATES. 

Detail of officers foe duty in Central and South American 

fruit ports. 

The following-named physicians have been appointed as acting assist- 
ant surgeons at the ports of Central and South America for duty during 
the coming season : 

Dr. N. K. Vance, at the port of Belize, British Honduras.' Dr. 
Samuel H. Backus, at the port of Livingston, Guatemala. Dr. Marcus 
Haase, at the port of Puerto Cortez, Honduras. Dr. D. "W. Goodman, 
at the port of Bluefields, Nicaragua. Dr. J. G. Thomas, at the port of 
Port Limon, Costa Bica. Dr. H. B. Mohr, at the port of Bocas del 
Toro, Colombia. 

Following is a copy of the instructions sent to each of these officers : 

Beferring to Bureau letter of this date, transmitting your appoint- 
ment as acting assistant surgeon at the port of , I have to 

inclose herewith copy of the United States quarantine laws and regula- 
tions with amendments to date ; also a copy of the special rules which 
have been prepared for the government of vessels while at the fruit 
ports of Central America. These regulations are subject to amendment 
at any time, and copies of such amendments will be mailed to you. 
As soon as possible, an order will be issued attaching you to the con- 
sulate at , in accordance with the law of February 15, 1893. 

You will call upon the consular officer immediately upon your arri- 
val and inform him of your orders. 

Directions for operating the formaldehyd generator are also submitted 
herewith for your information and guidance. 

There are inclosed drafts of two blank forms, one of which is an indi- 
vidual certificate to be issued to each passenger about to embark on a 
fruit vessel bound to a United States port ; the other is a certificate 
issued to the master of the vessel and is an adjunct to the bill of health, 
which certificate he may deliver to the quarantine officer at the port of 
arrival. Tou are requested to tc-ansmit to the Bureau at the close of 
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each week a report of the transactions at your station, giving the number 
of vessels and passengers inspected, the number of pieces of baggage 
disinfected, the sanitary condition of the port and surrounding territory, 
and anything which may be of interest regarding the work conducted 
by you. 

This report should inclose copies of all certificates issued by you 
during the period covered by the report. You should keep complete 
records of all transactions in order that a report of same may be sub- 
mitted at the close of the season. The consular officer at your port will 
be requested to transmit to you the public property belonging to the 
Marine-Hospital Service which is now in his possession. List of same 
is inclosed. You should immediately ascertain the amount of disinfect- 
ing materials on hand ; also the amount of stationery, and should make 
timely requisition for replenishing same in order that you may be fully 
equipped to carry out the duties assigned you. You will acknowledge 
receipt of this letter immediately, and report to the Bureau the date of 
your departure for Central America, and also the date of your arrival 
at destination. 

Eespectfully, Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon-General U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Rules for the government of vessels while at fruit ports. 

"Washington, D. C, March 17, WOO. 

1. None of the crew shall be allowed to go on land except the captain. 

2. No one from the shore shall visit the boat, except the quarantine 
officers, customs officers, and agent of the company which charters the 
ship/ 

3. All laborers who may be taken on the ship for loading purposes 
must have all their baggage disinfected before boarding the vessel, and 
must have no intercourse with the shore subsequent to their entry upon 
the vessel until their final discharge therefrom. 

4. No intercourse is to be allowed with persons on shore, except as 
provided in the preceding paragraphs. 

5. No vessel in the harbor shall lie at any wharf, but must be anchored 
in the river or harbor in midstream, and lighters, having been loaded 
by natives ashore, may be unloaded on to the ship by the laborers who 
have been disinfected. 

6. The ships, if going up a river or harbor for fruit, shall not be 
allowed to bring any passengers down the river on their return. 

7. All passengers must embark from the regular ports and must have 
been under the observation of the sanitary inspector of the United 
States for at least ten days prior to the departure of the ship, and be 
provided with his certificate to that effect. Immediately preceding 
their embarkation their baggage must be disinfected in accordance with 
the quarantine regulations of November 13, 1899, the most convenient 
methods being six hours' exposure to formaldehyd gas or twenty-four 
hours' exposure to sulphur dioxide gas in a closed chamber, the cloth- 
ing being hung up on lines for the better penetration of the gas. Under 
no circumstances shall any passengers be allowed to carry bedding or 
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household effects. Where passengers come from elevated and nonin- 
fectible points in the interior to low coast towns for embarkation they 
should not be required to pass the ten days' period of observation in 
the latter places because of the danger of developing malarial or other 
tropical fevers. They should be required to bring a certificate from 
the United States consul or a reliable physician stating that they have 
been under observation at such elevated and noninfectible interior 
point for ten days immediately preceding their arrival at coast towns. 
Their baggage should then be disinfected and they should be allowed 
to proceed without detention. Passengers taking ships bound direct to 
points north of the southern boundary of Maryland need not be detained. 

8. Special attention should be paid to the sanitary condition and 
history of passengers arriving directly or indirectly from the Pacific 
coast towns of Central America. 

9. All outgoing vessels must be provided with a bill of health in 
accordance with the law, and in addition thereto certificates in dupli- 
cate, signed by the medical officer attached to the consulate, and giving 
the name of the ship, her master, the number of crew, and a list of 
passengers, their sanitary condition and their ultimate destination in 
the United States, and stating the health conditions of the port and 
surrounding country, of the ship and her crew, with any other pertinent 
information. 

Directions for operating the formaldehyd generator. 

Place in the autoclave the quantity of formalin mixture required for 
the given space, and start the lamp. See that all the valves are closed. 
When the pressure registers from 60 to 80 pounds, the valve regulating 
the flow of gas through the tube may be opened freely, but gradually, 
allowing the pressure to fall rapidly to 5 pounds or less. The valve is 
then closed, and the process repeated until all the formaldehyd is 
expelled. 

The liquid residue is allowed to flow out through the faucet at the 
bottom of the boiler, and the interior rinsed with water. Unless this 
precaution is taken, useless material will be reboiled, and the foul 
mixture may be driven out by pressure to the ruination of fabrics or 
other valuable articles. The pungent odor can be overcome after a 
preliminary airing of the apartment by sprinkling water of ammonia 
about with a whisk broom. 

You are advised to be careful in using the rubber tubing for con- 
ducting the formaldehyd from the autoclave, because of the liability of 
the tube to be blown off at one of its ends. The copper tube will be 
safer wherever possible to use it. 

Formaldehyd mixture ready for use. 

Formalin 1,000 c. c. 

Chloride of calcium 200 grams. 

Glycerin 100 grama. 

Mix. 
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mabjne-hospital service. 

Post of 



Date , 19— . 

This is to certify that the bearer, , leaves this port to-day as a passen- 
ger on board the , bound to . 

The said has complied with all the rales prescribed by the Marine- 
Hospital Service for the government of passengers leaving the fruit ports of Central 
America for the United States, and his baggage has been disinfected under my super- 
vision. His ultimate destination in the United States, as stated by him, is . 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. S. 

marine-hospital service. 

Poet of , 



Date , 19— . 

This is to certify that I have examined the , which arrived 



from 1 , and which sails to-day for the port of . Number of 

crew including officers, ; sanitary condition, . Number of passengers, 

; sanitary condition, . Cargo, ; sanitary condition, . Sani- 
tary condition of this port and surrounding territory, . 

I certify that the vessel above named has complied with all the rules prescribed by 
the Marine-Hospital Service for the government of vessels while in the fruit ports of 
Central America, and is now in good sanitary condition. 

Acting Assistant Snrgton, U. 8. M. H. S. 
CORRECTION. 

For the sake of accuracy, the following correction should be made in 
the telegram of Surgeon Gassaway of March 8 in Public Health 
Eeports of March 16, page 577 : Instead of the words "Informed board 
that you had directed us to give all assistance at city and county hospi- 
tal" — insert, "Informed board that you had directed us to give all 
assistance in our power. Board votes thanks. Suspected case number 
2 at city and county hospital." 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Condition in San Francisco with reference to plague. 

[Telegram.] 

San Francisco, Cal., March &£, 1900. 
Situation practically unchanged. Chinamen evidently concealing 
sick to avoid inspection. Suspicious case found to-day and removed J;o 
pesthouse. House-to-house inspection continuing. 

Gassaway. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Telegram.] 

San Francisco, Cal., March 26, 1900. 

Situation unchanged. Case at pesthouse negative. Inspection and 
cleaning up of Chinatown continuing. 

Gassaway. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 



